In collaboration with religious authorities adequate ceremonies
will be conducted whenever needed.

All findings are property of the Indian Government and will
remain in Ladakh.
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MAFIL is the first ever official archaeological project in Ladakh. Itis a
cooperation project between Indian and French governmental
institutions.

The MAFIL project is planned for a month for four years (2013-2016)
in the Nubra valley.
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Phone: 01982-253143 (Archaeological Survey of India, Leh Mini
Circle,Fort Road,Leh) Email: mafil.project@gmail.com

Supported by:
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Confederazione Svizzera

Confederaziun svizra

Embassy of Switzerland in India
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Indo-French Archaeological Mission in Ladakh / MAFIL
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MAFIL is the first ever official archaeological project in Ladakh.

It focuses for four years (2013-2016) on the Nubra valley.
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Murgi

Murgi shelters the largest rock art site of Ladakh and one of the largest of
India.

Between 2006 and 2011, our team recorded more than 3000 rock images
by means of photography and drawing (images of humans: for example
hunters and battle scenes, and animals: wild yaks, ibexes, deers). There
are also a hundred images of masks that are found only in Murgi. There
are also some domesticated camels images specific to Nubra. With this
visual evidence we are able to say that the rock images were made
between 5000 and 2000 years ago. These various images show ancient
links with Central Asia, thousands of years before the establishment of
trade. It is now important to confirm the age and origin of the rock images
with more scientific researches. In September 2015 our team will excavate
on various locations on the site to find evidence of human activities. Our
team hopes to find ancient fire camps, remains of hunted animals and
small objects in stone and pieces of pottery. Once our work will be
completed the site will look as it was originally. Excavations will be
refilled with the original material and the site left clean. Our team seeks to
collaborate with the villagers from Murgi. Meetings will be held in the
village to present our work and its results. People who want will be
welcomed on the site to take part in our work.

The unique site of Murgi was proposed by our team for national
protection in 2013. Its protection and management will be jointly
organized with the village community.



